
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Dormition of the  
Blessèd Virgin Mary 

  

at Eleven o’clock 
  

  
  



  

Welcome to Saint Thomas’s on the Feast of the Dormition, or the Falling Asleep of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 
  

This festival, known in the West as the Feast of the Assumption, developed during the 4th Century, 
and was universally observed by the end of the 8th C.  It is based on several early manuscripts, some 

of them of gnostic origin, recording the death of Our Lady, and her assumption into heaven in 
body and soul.  The accounts vary considerably, and doubts of the authenticity of these records 
abound in the early Church.  Yet, it did lead to greater and fruitful exploration of the role Mary 

plays in the redemption of humanity by her Son. 
  

The festival was removed from the Anglican calendar in 1549, but it continued to be observed in 
the Oxford University Calendar and elsewhere.  The Canadian Church re-introduced the Feast in 

1959 under its Eastern designation. 
  

Please join us for refreshments following the service.  
  

  
Please turn off all electronic devices. If you need Communion brought to you, please let a Sideperson know and 
show them where you are seated.  
  
  

  

  
  



The music for this service is printed on a separate music sheet.   

  

ENTRANCE HYMN 
  

Please stand 
   

Introit: Psalm 85.8-13 Tone VII, 7 

  

  
  
  

  8  I will hearken what the Lord God will say : for he shall speak 

  peace unto his people and to his saints, and unto them that turn their heart to him 

  9  Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him : that glory may dwell in our land.  

10  Mercy and truth are met to-gether : righteousness and peace have kiss-ed each o-ther.  

11  Truth springeth out of the earth : and righteousness hath looked down from hea-ven. 

12  Yea, the Lord shall give what is good : and our land shall yield  her in-crease.  

13  Righteousness shall go be-fore him : and shall direct his go-ing in the way.  

 Glory be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son : and to the Ho-ly Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be :  

 world with-out end.  

 A-men.  
  

 I will hearken what the Lord God will say : for he shall speak  

 peace unto his people and to his saints, and unto them that turn their heart to him 
 

 
Please kneel  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
  

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
Please remain kneeling as the choir sings:  
  

Kyrie Eleison : Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christi Eleison : Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie Eleison : Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  
Please stand  

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 
   Missa de Angelis 

  

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless 
thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
  

  



For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most 
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  
The Celebrant greets the people 
  

V / The Lord be with you; 
R / And with thy spirit. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  

O GOD most high, who didst endue with wonderful virtue and grace the Blessèd Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of our Lord: Grant that we, who now call her blessèd, may be made very members of the 
heavenly family of him who was pleased to be called the first-born among many brethren; who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen  

  
Please be seated 
  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7.10-15 
  

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, "Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test." Then Isaiah 

said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my 
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 

and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good." 
  

The word of the Lord 

R / Thanks be to God 

  
  

PSALM: 132.6-10,13-14; Tone V,1 

 

 

 

 6 Lo, we heard of the ark at E-phra-thah : 

 and found it in the fields of the Wood. 

 7 We will go into his dwell-ing-place :  

 and fall low on our knees be-fore his foot-stool. 

 8 Arise, O Lord, into thy rest-ing-place : 

  thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

 9 Let thy priests be clothed with righ-teous-ness :  

 and let thy saints sing with joy-ful-ness. 

10 For thy servant David’s sake :  

 turn not away the face of thine an-oint-ed. 
13 ‘If thy children will keep my covenant,  

 and my testimonies that I shall teach them :  

 their children shall sit upon thy throne for ev-er-more.’ 

14 For the Lord hath chosen Si-on : 

 he hath longed for her to be an habi-ta-tion for him-self. 
  

  

  



SECOND READING: Galatians 4.4-7 
  

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might received adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 

Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
  

The word of the Lord 
R / Thanks be to God 

  
Please stand 
  

SEQUENCE HYMN 192 
  

1 The God whom earth, and sea, and sky  

  Adore, and laud, and magnify,  
  Whose might they own, whose praise they swell,  

   In Mary's womb vouchsafed to dwell. 
  

2  The Lord whom sun and moon obey,  
  Whom all things serve from day to day, 
  Was by the Holy Ghost conceived 

   Of her who through his grace believed. 
  

3  How blest that Mother, in whose shrine 
  The world's Creator, Lord Divine, 

  Whose hand contains the earth and sky, 
   Once deigned, as in his ark, to lie; 
  

4  Blest in the message Gabriel brought, 
  Blest by the work the Spirit wrought; 

  From whom the great Desire of earth 
   Took human flesh and human birth. 
  

5  O Lord, the Virgin-born, to thee 

  Eternal praise and glory be, 
  Whom with the Father we adore 
   And Holy Ghost for evermore.  Alleluia. 

  

ST AMBROSE  Tr from the 9th c. Latin 

La Feillée's Plain Chant 1808 by J.M. Neale    
  

GOSPEL: Luke 1.46-55 
R / Glory be to thee, O Lord 

  

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations 

shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And 
his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath showed strength with 
his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 

mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 

his mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 
  

The Gospel of Christ 
R / Praise be to thee, O Christ 

  



NICENE CREED 
Missa de Angelis 

  

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,   And of all things visible and 

invisible: 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds; 

God, of God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the 

Father; Through whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again according to 

the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come 

again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 

Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. 

And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

Please be seated 

HOMILY 
  

  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
  

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.  

Revelation 5. 12 

  
Please stand  

OFFERTORY HYMN  
(please see music sheet) 

  
The gifts of the people are collected and brought to the High Altar. Please give generously, as God enables you; 
this church and its mission depends upon the gifts of people like you.  
  

Please sit at the conclusion of the hymn, and stand again as the thurifer approaches for the incensing.  
  

  

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
  

Let this oblation of our devotion ascend unto thee, O Lord, and, at the intercession of the most 

blessèd Virgin Mary, raised to the glory of heaven, may our hearts, enkindled with the fire of 
charity, continually yearn after thee. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
You are welcome to stand, kneel, or sit, as you prefer.  

  

INTERCESSIONS 
  

Lord in thy mercy 

R / we beseech thee, hear our prayer. 

  

  



INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
  

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your 
neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; 

and make your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 
  
Please kneel 

  

GENERAL CONFESSION 
  

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: We 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most 

grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty. We do 
earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most 

merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that 
we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy 

Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

ABSOLUTION 
  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 

all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon you; pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

SURSUM CORDA 
  

V / The Lord be with you; 
R / And with thy spirit. 

  

V / Lift up your hearts; 

R / We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

V / Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
R / It is meet and right so to do. 

  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things. 
  

And it is meet that on the Falling Asleep of the blessèd and glorious Ever Virgin Mary, we should 

praise, bless, and magnify thee: who also by the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, conceived thine 
only begotten Son; and the glory of her Virginity still abiding, brought forth to this world the 
Everlasting Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying:  

  
The choir sings:  
  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. 
Blessèd is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:  

Hosanna in the highest. 



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  

Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 
tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer 
death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once 

offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of 

that his precious death, until his coming again. 
  

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy 
creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in 

remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it; 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in 

remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all thy holy Church, 
remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this sacrament of the 

holy Bread of eternal life and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which he hath 
commanded; And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain 

remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy 
Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER - Merbecke 
  

As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:  

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 

trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The consecrated bread is broken 
  

 The peace of the Lord be always with you: 

R /And with thy spirit. 
 
 

All who intend to receive Communion pray together:  
  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own righteousness, But in 

thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 

But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be 

made clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may 

evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

  



AGNUS DEI 
The choir sings 
  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 

  

 

COMMUNION HYMN  
(please see music sheet) 

  

 
All baptised Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
  

If you prefer to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  
  

For courtesy, please remain in place until the person beside you has received his or her Communion.  
  
Please kneel or be seated for the Post-Communion prayer and blessing.  
 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

O Lord,  having partaken of the sacraments of salvation:  grant, we beseech thee, that by the merits 
and intercession of the blessed Virgin Mary raised to the glory of heaven, we may be brought unto 

the glory of the Resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 
  

Christ, the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
  



Please stand 

ANGELUS 
  

V / The Angel of the Lord brought tidings unto Mary 

R / And she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
  

V / Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee;  
 blessed art thou among women,  

 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

R / Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  

 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
  

V / Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 

R / Be it unto me according to thy word. 
  

V / Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee;  
 blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

R / Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  

 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
  

V / The Word was made flesh; 

R / And dwelt among us. 
  

V / Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee;  
 blessed art thou among women,  

 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

R / Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  

 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
  

V / Pray for us, O holy Mother of God; 

R/ That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

  

 

COLLECT 
  

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that, as we have known the incarnation 

of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his cross + and passion we may be 
brought unto the glory of his resurrection; through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

V / The Divine assistance remain with us always. 
R / Amen. 

  
 

CLOSING HYMN  
(please see music sheet) 

  
  
  
  

 
  
  

 


