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St Michael kills the dragon. Book of Hours, c. 1415-20 

  

Procession and Solemn Eucharist 

Book of Common Prayer 
  

  



  

PROCESSION AND SOLEMN EUCHARIST 

  

THE PROCESSION 

V. LET us go forth in peace; 

R. In the Name of the LORD, Amen. 

  

CHRIST, the fair glory of the holy Angels, 

 Thou who hast made us, thou who o'er us rulest, 

  Grant of thy mercy unto us thy servants 

   Steps up to heaven. 
  

2  Send thy Archangel, Michael, to our succour; 

 Peacemaker blessèd, may he banish from us 

  Striving and hatred, so that for the peaceful 

   All things may prosper. 
  

3  Send thy Archangel, Gabriel, the mighty; 

 Herald of heaven, may he from us mortals 

  Spurn the old serpent, watching o'er the temples 

   Where thou art worshipped. 
  

4  Send thy Archangel, Raphael, the restorer 

 Of the misguided ways of men who wander, 

  Who at thy bidding strengthen soul and body 

   With thine anointing. 
  

5  May the blest Mother of our GOD and SAVIOUR, 

 May the assembly of the saints in glory, 

  May the celestial companies of Angels 

   Ever assist us. 
  

6  FATHER Almighty, SON and HOLY SPIRIT, 

 GOD ever blessèd, be thou our preserver; 

  Thine is the glory which the Angels worship, 

   Veiling their faces. 
  

COELITES PLAUDANT         From the Latin of Rabanus Maurus, 776-856 

From the Rouen Antiphoner 1728                Tr Athlestan Riley 1858-1945 

  

At the rood 

V. PRAISE the LORD, all ye Angels of his; 

R. Praise him, all his host. 

  

 Collect 

O LORD God Almighty, whose glory Cherubim and Seraphim and all the  host of heaven with ceaseless 

voice proclaim; Hear and accept, we humbly beseech thee, the praises of thy Church below; and pour down 

upon us such a spirit of faith, reverence, and joy as shall lift both our hymns and our lives unto thee; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



  

The Procession continues: 

PRAISE TO GOD who reigns above, 

 Binding earth and heaven in love; 

  All the armies of the sky 

   Worship his dread sovereignty. 
  

2 Seraphim his praises sing, 

 Cherubim on fourfold wing, 

  Thrones, Dominions, Princes, Powers, 

   Marshalled might that never cowers. 
  

3 Speeds the Archangel from his face, 

 Bearing messages of grace; 

  Angel hosts his words fulfil, 

   Ruling nature by his will. 
  

4 Yet on man they joy to wait, 

 All that bright celestial state, 

  For in Man their LORD they see, 

  CHRIST, the incarnate DEITY. 
  

ORIENTIS PARTIBUS         R.M. Benson 1824-1915 

French Medieval Melody 

  

At the conclusion of the Procession the people kneel for  

KYRIE ELEISON : LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US. 

Christi Eleison : Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Kyrie Eleison : Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  

Then, all stand as the choir sings Gloria in Excelsis  
  

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 

glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 

hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
  

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of 

God the Father. Amen. 

V.  THE LORD be with you 

R.  And with thy spirit 
  

Please remain standing for the Collect of the Day 
  

O EVERLASTING GOD, who hast ordained and constituted the services of Angels and men in a wonderful 

order: Mercifully grant that, as thy holy Angels alway do thee service in heaven, so by thy appointment they 

may succour and defend us on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen. 

  



FIRST LESSON (YEAR 1): Revelation 12.7-11 
  

THERE WAS war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his 

angels and prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast 

out, that old serpent, called the devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 

salvation, and power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: for the accuser of our 

brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the 

blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

The word of the Lord 

R.  Thanks be to God 

  

FIRST LESSON (YEAR 2): Genesis 28.10-17 
  

JACOB left Beersheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 

place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, "I am the 

LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 

and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in 

you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 

back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke 

from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place — and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and 

said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 

The word of the Lord 

R.  Thanks be to God 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
  

Thee, O Christ, the Father’s splendour, 

 Praise we now with voice and heart. 

  With the Angels and Archangels 

 Sing we now with tuneful art, 

  Meetly in alternate chorus 

   Bearing our responsive part. 
  

2 Thus we sing with exultation 

 With the armies of the sky, 

  Joining with the warrior Primate, 

 Of celestial chivalry, 

  Michael, who defends thy people 

   From the foes that round them lie. 
  



 

3 Watchful Angels at thy bidding, 

 King of everlasting grace, 

  Guard the heirs of thy redemption, 

 From all evil things and base, 

  May they succour and defend us, 

  Till in heaven we take our place. 

   Alleluia. 
  

TIBI CHRISTI, SPLENDOR PATRIS       From the Latin of Rabanus Maurus 776-856 

Mode iii  Tr John Mason Neale and others 

  

  

GOSPEL (YEAR 1): Matthew 18.1 

R.  Glory be to thee, O Lord 
  

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And 

Jesus called a little child unto him,  and set him in the midst of them, and said,  “Verily I say unto you, 

Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child,  the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name, receiveth me.  But whoso shall offend one of 

these little ones which believe in me,  it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 

that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences: for it must needs be 

that offences come:  but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh.  Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot 

offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, 

rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 

out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to 

be cast into hell-fire. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven 

their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

The Gospel of Christ 

R.  Praise be to thee, O Christ 

  

  

GOSPEL (YEAR 2): John 1.47-51 

R.  Glory be to thee, O Lord 
  

JESUS SAW Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 

Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip 

called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, 

thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto 

thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. And he saith unto 

him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of man.     

The Gospel of Christ 

R.  Praise be to thee, O Christ 

  

  

  



THE NICENE CREED de Angelis 
  

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and 

invisible: 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, 

of God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the 

Father; Through whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again according to 

the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come 

again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 

Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. 

And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
  

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 

glory, and blessing.  

Revelation 5.12 

  

 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 
  

O YE immortal throng 5 Ye thronged to Calvary 

  Of angels round the throne,   And pressed with sad desire 

   Join with our earthbound song    That awful sight to see — 

  To make the SAVIOUR known.   The LORD of life expire. 

   On earth ye knew    E'en angel eyes 

  His wondrous grace,   Slow tears did shed: 

  His beauteous face   Ye mourned the dead 

   In heaven ye view.    In sad surprise. 
  

2 Ye saw the heaven-born CHILD 6 Around his sacred tomb 

  In human flesh arrayed,     A willing watch ye kept; 

   So innocent and mild    Till out from death's vast room, 

  While in the manger laid.   Up from the grave, he leapt. 

   Glory to GOD    Ye rolled the stone, 

  And peace on earth,'   And all adored  

  For such a birth    Your rising LORD 

   Ye sang aloud.     With joy unknown. 
  



  

3 Ye in the wilderness  7 When all arrayed in Light 

  Beheld the Tempter spoiled,    The shining conqueror rode, 

   Unmasked in every dress,    Ye hailed his wondrous flight 

  In every combat foiled.    Up to the throne of GOD. 

   With great delight     And waved around  

  Ye crowned his head    Your golden wings,  

  When Satan fled    And struck your string  

   The SAVIOUR'S might.     Of sweetest sound. 
  

4 In dark Gethsemane  8 The joyous notes pursue 

  The night before he died,   And louder anthems raise; 

   Ye saw his agony,    While mortals sing with you 

  Ye heard the plaint he cried.   Their own REDEEMER'S praise. 

   When hope was dim,    With equal flame 

  And pain and grief   And equal art, 

  Beyond belief,   Do thou my heart 

   Ye tended him.    Extol his NAME. 
  

CROFT'S 136TH          Philip Doddridge 1702-1751 

William Croft 1678-1727 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
  

GOD of glory, thou hast appointed angels to minister in thy presence, so may all our worship bring thee 

worthy praise. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION (Hebrews 12.22-24) 
  

WE HAVE come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to myriads of angels, to 

God the judge of all, and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant. Let us, therefore, confess our sins in 

penitence and faith, meekily kneeling upon our knees. 

  

GENERAL CONFESSION: 
  

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: We acknowledge 

and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most grievously have 

committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are 

heartily sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ's sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In 

newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  



ABSOLUTION 
  

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them 

that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you 

from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

R.  Amen 

  

  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  

V.  THE LORD be with you; 

R.  And with thy spirit. 

V.  Lift up your hearts; 

R.  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

V.  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 

R.  It is meet and right so to do. 

  

All remain standing while the Presider sings the preface,  

kneeling at the ringing of the sanctus bell. 

  

IT IS VERY MEET, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 

unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things;  WHO in 

the multitude of thy Saints hast compassed us about with so great a cloud of witnesses, that we, rejoicing in 

their fellowship, may run with patience the race that is set before us, and together with them may receive the 

crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
  

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 

glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying:  

  

The people kneel 

Choir: HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 

Lord most High. 

  

 BLESSÈD is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
  

BLESSING AND GLORY and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 

tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon 

the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 

and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in 

his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that his precious death, until his coming 

again. 
  

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy creatures of 

bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his 

death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the same night that he 

was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he 



took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as 

ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all thy holy Church, 

remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, and 

looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this sacrament of the holy Bread of eternal life 

and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which he hath commanded; And we entirely desire thy 

fatherly goodness 

mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that 

by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church 

may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy 

Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly 

benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

And all the people shall answer: Amen 

  

and then say together: 

OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 

trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

  

After a short period of silence the Presider says: 
  

 THE PEACE of the LORD be always with you: 

R. And with thy spirit. 

  

All who intend to receive Communion then say together  

this prayer of humble access: 
  

WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own righteousness, But in 

thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 

But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So 

to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made 

clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore 

dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

The consecrated Bread is broken and the choir sings 
  

AGNUS DEI: O LAMB OF GOD 
  

O LAMB OF GOD, that takest away the sin of the world,  

 have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

 have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

 grant us thy peace. 

  



During the distribution of holy Communion the following hymn is sung: 
  

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;   

  Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 

   Christ our God to us approacheth, our full homage to demand. 
  

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

  Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood, 

   He will give to all the faithful his own Self for heavenly Food. 
  

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

  As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

   That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 
  

4 At his feet the six-wingèd Seraph; Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

  Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most high. 
  

PICARDY From the Liturgy of St James (c. 5th century) 

French Traditional Carol tr Gerald Moultric, 1829-1885 

  

  

POST COMMUNION MOTET 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

LORD of heaven, in this Eucharist thou hast brought us near to an innumerable company of angels and to 

the spirits of the saints made perfect. As in this food of our earthly pilgrimage we have shared their 

fellowship, so may we come to share their joy in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
  

GOD keep you in the fellowship of the saints. Christ protect you by the ministry of the angels. The Spirit 

make you holy in God's service; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 

  

  



CONCLUDING HYMN 
  

STARS of the morning, so gloriously bright, 

  Filled with celestial virtue and light, 

   These that, where night never followeth day, 

  Raise the ‘Trisagion’ ever and aye: 
  

2 These are thy ministers, these doest thou own, 

  LORD GOD of Sabaoth, nearest thy throne; 

   These are thy messengers, these dost thou send, 

  Help of the helpless ones! man to defend. 
  

3 These keep the guard amidst Salem's dear bowers, 

  Thrones, Principalities, Virtues, and Powers, 

   Where, with the Living Ones, mystical Four, 

  Cherubim, Seraphim bow and adore. 
  

4 Then, when the earth was first poised in mid space, 

  Then, when the planets first sped on their race, 

   Then, when were ended the six days' employ, 

  Then all the sons of GOD shouted for joy. 
  

5 Still let them succour us; still let them fight, 

  LORD of angelic hosts, battling for right; 

   Till, where their anthems they ceaselessly pour, 

  We with the angels may bow and adore. 
  

TRISAGION       From the Greek of Saint Joseph the Hymnographer, 9th cent. 

Henry Smart 1813-79          Tr  J.M. Neale 1818-66 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 In Greek, from which this hymn is translated, ‘Trisagion’ is the same as the Latin ‘Tersanctus’ and the English ‘Thrice-Holy’. 

 

 

 

 


