
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

In contrast to the rather harsh prophetic words from previous Old Testament readings, this text from Haggai, which
serves as today's Old Testament reading, speaks of the abiding Spirit of God and the splendour of the new temple. It
is a vision of hope propelling us into the future. The selected verses from Psalm 145 extol the greatness and splendour
of God, who is depicted as close and responsive to the cries of worshippers. Today's Epistle addresses confusion arising
from eschatological misunderstanding, yet concludes wit the confident expectation that God will bring the salvation of
believers to full fruition. Eschatological themes are also found in today's Gospel reading, Luke's version of Jesus's
dispute with the Sadducees about the resurrection and his teaching about what life will be in the age to come.

FIRST READING: Haggai 1.15b—2.9
In the sixth month in the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the
month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say,
Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your
sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for I am with you,
says the LORD of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit
abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure
of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendour, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the
former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of hosts.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 145.1-5,18-22— Exaltabo te, Deus; Tone VII,5

 1 I WILL magnify thee, my GodN and King : and I will praise thy Name for ev-erN and ëv-er.
 2 Every day will I give thanks un-to thee : and praise thy Name for ev-erN and ëv-er.
 3 Great is the Lord, and highly to be prais-ed : there is no end of his grëat-ness.
 4 One generation shall praise thy works un-toN an-o-ther : and de-clare thy mïgh-tyN deeds.
 5 As for me, I will be talking of thy wor-ship : thy glory, thy praise, and wön-drousN works.
18 The Lord is righ-teousN in allN his ways : and gra-ciousN in äll hisN works.
19 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call up-on him : yea, all such as call up-on him fäith-fulN-ly.
20 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : and he will hear their cry, and will hëlp them.
21 The Lord preserveth all them that love him : but scattereth abroad all theN un-göd-ly.
22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 

and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for ev-erN and ëv-er.

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,13-17
As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers and
sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will
not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction.
He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in
the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you these things when I
was still with you? But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief
in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the
traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,
comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. 

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Revelation 1.5-6
Alleluia. Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the first-born of the dead; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 20.27-38
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Then came to Jesus certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked him,
Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and he die without children,
that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. There were therefore seven brethren:
and the first took a wife, and died without children. And the second took her to wife, and he died childless.
And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died. Last of all the
woman died also. Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife. And
Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage: But they which
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are
given in marriage: Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of
God, being the children of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush,
when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a
God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ
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