
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

DURING the seven week period of Eastertime (the great 50 days: the great Pentecost), the
Church has an occasion to reflect on the impact of its Lord's death and resurrection.
Quite appropriately, the First Lessons for the next seven Sundays come from the Book
of Acts, providing the Church with an opportunity to recall some of the critical events
that occurred during this formative period. By doing so, we are able to get a renewed
sense of how Easter relates to the Church's mission, impelling it to faithful witness as it
moves out into the world. For the Second Reading for this period this year, we are
introduced to some memorable passages from the Apocalypse that have given hope to
the Church throughout the ages. For today and next Sunday, the Gospel lections focus
on post-Easter events. Subsequent Gospel readings are from Saint John's Gospel,
chapters 10 through 17.

FIRST READING: Acts 5.27-32
When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The
high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in
this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are
determined to bring this man's blood upon us." But Peter and the apostles
answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM 150—Laudate Dominum; Tone VIII,2

1 O PRAISE God in his sancN-tuN-a-ry : 
praise him in the fir-ma-ment of hisN power.

2 Praise him in his mighty acts : 
praise him according to his ex-cel-lent great-ness.

3 Praise him in the sound of the trum-pet : praise him up-on the lute andN harp.
4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance : praise him up-on the strings andN pipe.
5 Praise him upon the well-tuned cym-bals : praise him upon the loud cym-bals.
6 Let everything that hath breath : (- -) praise theN Lord.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1.4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of

the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed
us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Behold!
He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: John 20.29
Alleluia. Alleluia. Have you believed, Thomas, because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20.19-31
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord 

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when he
had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples
glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:
as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained. But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples
were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said
unto him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou
hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ Yr C(2)11


