
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at the 11 o'clock

THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION

The long reading from Acts is the account of the imprisonment of Paul and Silas for driving a spirit out of a slave girl. the
account of the conversion of the jailer shows how the faith is spread through the deeds as well as the words of the disciples. Part
of the psalm responds to the kind of trouble experienced by Paul and Silas; the psalm affirms that God preserves the saints and
delivers them from the wicked. As a whole it is a song celebrating the enthronement of the Lord and continues the theme of
Ascension Day. The second reading, an anticipation of the return of Jesus, likewise continues the motif of Jesus enthroned on
high. The Gospel lection is the last part of the so-called High Priestly Prayer of Jesus, his petition for all who will come to
believe, "that they may all be one."

FIRST READING: Acts 16.16-34
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These
men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation." She kept doing this for many
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her." And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of making money
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they
had brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After
they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and
saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer
called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At
the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized
without delay. He brought them up into the house, and set food before them; and he and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 97—Dominus regnavit; Tone V,1

 1 THE LORD is King, the earth may be glad there-of : 
yea, the multitude of the isles may be glad thereN-of.

 2 Clouds and darkness are round about him : 
righteousness and judgement are the found-a-tion of his throne.

 3 There goeth a fire before him : and burneth up his ene-mies on ev-eryN-side.

 4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world : the earth saw it, and was aN-fraid.
 5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord : at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
 6 The heavens have declared his righ-teousN-ness : and all the peoples have seen his glo-ry.
 7 Confounded be all they that worship carved images, and that delight in vain gods : 

wor-ship him, all yeN gods.
 8 Sion heard of it and rejoiced, and the daughters of Judah were glad : 

because of thy judge-ments, O Lord.
 9 For thou, Lord, art the Most High over all the earth : thou art exalted far a-bove all gods.
10 O ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate the thing which is e-vil : 

the Lord preserveth the souls of his saints; he shall deliver them from the hand of the un-god-ly.
11 There is sprung up a light for the righ-teous : and joyful gladness for such as are trüe-heart-ed.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righ-teous : and give thanks un-to his ho-lyN-Name.

SECOND READING: Revelation 22.12-14,16-17,20-21
"Behold, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone's work. I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that
they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. "It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel
to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is
thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. The one who testifies to these things says,
"Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.
Amen.

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: John 14.18
Alleluia. Alleluia. I will not leave you desolate, says the Lord; I will come to you. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 17.20-16
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Jesus said, Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have
known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ E6-C7.11


