
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL

FIRST READING: Acts 26.9-23
Paul said, "Indeed, I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things against the
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is what I did in Jerusalem; with authority
received from the chief priests, I not only locked up many of the saints in prison, but
I also cast my vote against them when they were being condemned to death. By
punishing them often in all the synagogues I tried to force them to blaspheme; and
since I was so furiously enraged at them, I pursued them even to foreign cities. With
this in mind, I was travelling to Damascus with the authority and commission of the
chief priests, when at midday along the road, your Excellency, I saw a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my companions. When we
had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.' I
asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?' The Lord answered, ‘I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. But get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this
purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in which you have seen me
and to those in  which I will appear to you. I will rescue you from your people and
from the Gentiles — to whom I am sending you to open their eyes so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in
me.' After that, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but
declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the
countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to
God and do deeds consistent with repentance. For this reason the Jews seized me in
the temple and tried to kill me. To this day I have had help from God, and so I stand
here testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and
Moses said would take place: that the Messiah must suffer, and that, by being the
first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to the
Gentiles."          The word of the Lord

R/. Thanks be to God

1 GOD BE merciful unto us, and bless us : 
and show us the light of his countenance, and be merci-ful un-to us;

2 That thy way may be known up-on earth : 
thy saving health among all na-tions.

3 Let the people praise thee, O God : yea, let all the peo-ple praise thee.
4 O let the nations re-joice and be glad : 

for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations up-on earth.

5 Let the people praise thee, O God : yea, let all the peo-ple praise thee.
6 The earth hath brought forth her in-crease : 

and God, even our own God, shall give us his bless-ing.
7 God shall bless us : and all the ends of the world shall fear him.

SECOND READING: Galatians 1.11-24
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me
is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught
it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have heard, no doubt,
of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and was
trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the
same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when
God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was
pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles,
I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who
were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards
I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except
James the Lord's brother. In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! Then
I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight to the
churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it said, "The one who formerly
was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy." And they
glorified God because of me. 

The word of the Lord
R/. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Acts 2.32
Alleluia. Allelua. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10.16-22
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to
the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought
before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the
Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak:
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. And the brother shall
deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise
up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated
of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ
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