
‘‘
‘‘Our musical and artistic 

        history and strengths
     fit well with our location as 
part of the Bloor Street 
     Cultural Corridor.

W            e are not interested in restor- 
       ing the past in any nostalgic  
       sense. … We look back and      
      remember God’s mighty acts. 
We look back for inspiration. But 
we always engage our society with 
the view of making it reflect more 
closely that kingdom of which we 
are citizens.  Our immediate com-
munity is changing significantly, 
modernising, intensifying, becom-
ing more diverse in its population.  
To be healthy, St Thomas’s must 
remain a church for our commu-
nity today, and in the future, not by 
holding nostalgically to the past, 
but by building upon it; employing 
the wisdom of the ages, the wis-
dom of the Church, in a new way 
that provides clarity for a society 
that is losing its grounding, and 
its awareness of the mighty cur-
rent of life moving beneath us, and 
through us.

From a sermon by the Rev’d Mark Andrews, Oct. 7, 17

“‘‘ ‘‘Rekindle the 
gift of God that 
is within you … 
for God did not 
give us a spirit 
of timidity, but 
a spirit of power 
and love … . 
(2 Timothy 1)

Saint Thomas’s Church
383 Huron Street

Toronto, Ontario M5S 2G5
416·979·2323
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‘‘‘‘Our parish mission is clear, 
and needs to be rekindled 

for a new generation.                                     
Join us in that spirit as we build 

to welcome an expanding community 
based on God’s love.

incense. Liturgy at St Thomas’s 
is more formal and complex than 
would be encountered in all but a 
few Canadian Anglican churches 
today. St. Thomas’s draws from 
the English high-church tradition 
within Anglo-Catholicism. 

Music
Music is an important part of the 
liturgy at St Thomas’s and the 
high calibre of the music program 
attracts many to the parish. 
There are three choral services 
each Sunday. The choristers are 
mainly volunteers, with paid 
section leads. To date, the choir 
has toured the U.K. three times 
(2005, 2010, 2013) serving as 
choir-in-residence in various ca-
thedrals (including Yorkminster, 
Salisbury, and St. Paul’s) during 
the summer.

Services
St Thomas’s celebrates the Eu-
charist every day of the year. On 
Sundays, there is an 8 o’clock said 
Eucharist (BCP), a said Morning 
Prayer at 10:30 (BCP), and three 
sung services: 

• 9:30 a.m.: A contemporary  
 language sung Eucharist   
 (BAS) with the priest facing  
 westward; 
• 11 a.m.: A traditional-language  
 eastward-facing Solemn High  
 Mass (BCP);
•  7 p.m.: Solemn Evensong  
 using the 1962 Prayer Book,  
 and Devotions to the Blessed  
 Sacrament.

Arts and culture
Many Saint Thomas’s parishio-
ners are active artists working 
in a variety of fields. The church 
sponsors a long-running Poetry 
Series and has participated in 
Nuit Blanche and Doors Open 
Toronto. 

Transportation
Torontonians and visitors to the 
city can easily take public transit 
to get to St. Thomas’s Church and 
the Bloor Street Culture Corridor. 
The area is served by two subway 
lines and a dedicated streetcar 
line. Each year, more than three 
million members of the public 
travel to the area for services, 
exhibitions, performances, and 
events.

Advantageous location
We are a downtown parish in a 
strategic location and an integral 
part of the Huron-Sussex neigh-
bourhood. Our location adjacent to 
the University of Toronto campus 
connects us with many students 
and the broader university com-
munity. Our musical and artistic 
history and strengths fit well with 
our location as part of the Bloor 
Street Cultural Corridor, which 
features institutions such as the 
Royal Conservatory of Music/
Koerner Hall, the Faculty of Music 
and the Royal Ontario Museum, 
as well as the Bata Shoe Museum 
and the Gardiner Museum.

A changing community
There is growth and change hap-
pening all around us, creating op-
portunities for expanded ministry 
outreach and engagement with
 the community. The University of 
Toronto St. George Campus Sec-
ondary Plan promotes intensifi- 
cation on Spadina Avenue, and at 
the corner of Spadina and Bloor, 
including residential and mixed--
                      use developments.   
                       Across the street 
                            from us, Univer-
                  sity of Toronto Schools   
                                         (UTS) is  
                 expanding its facilities,
                   adding a new auditori-
um, and a double gymnasium.
           North of us on Huron 
Street, the Kwong Foundation 
Mental Health and Wellness Cen-
tre is currently under construc-
tion. Bloor Street United Church 
is planning to preserve and renew 
its facilities as part of a large 
residential and office development 
plan for their site. To the east of 
us, Innis College is undertaking 
a significant expansion of its 
facilities.

Trinity College and Wycliffe College
The church has had a long rela-
tionship with Trinity College, and 
more recently with Wycliffe Col-
lege. Saint Thomas’s has played an 
important role in training many 
students from these colleges and 
has benefited from their service 
during their studies.

Liturgy
The church is known for its 
high standards in liturgy, and is 
nicknamed “Smoky Tom’s” for 
its use of generous quantities of 



‘‘
‘‘         This is our generation’s 

legacy opportunity – 
              a chance to create 
     spaces of meaning and value
         for years to come.    

‘‘

‘‘
               A central link and elevator
       will provide access to 
           the church and parish
hall for those with disabilities 
              and mobility challenges.

‘‘

‘‘

               An expanded, modernized 
parish hall and kitchen will 
         better support our Friday 
Food Ministry and new and 
    expanded ministries.

Our Heritage Is Our Future is a multi-million-dol-
lar capital campaign to redevelop the campus and 
facilities of Saint Thomas’s Church, Huron Street 
in celebration of the 125th anniversary in our 
current location. This is our generation’s legacy 
opportunity – an opportunity to create spaces of 
meaning and value, and to support ministries that 
will benefit those in the parish – and the growing 
and changing community around us – for years to 
come. 

Important role and history
From its earliest days in 1874, the parish has been 
at the forefront of the liturgical and musical life 
of the Anglican Church of Canada. Built in 1893, 
the present church was designed in the Arts and 
Crafts style by renowned architect and parishioner
                                  Eden Smith (1858–1949).                     
            As an active and welcoming Anglo-Catho- 
            lic parish rooted in Scripture, Reason, and
                             Tradition, we worship the Lord 
                                           in the beauty of holiness
                                           and witness to Christ
                    through pastoral care, music, educa-
tion, discipleship, and service.

Redevelopment needs and opportunities
Extensive parish and community consultations 
identified many facility-related needs and opportu-
nities to enhance our ministries. 

• Better lighting and a sound system are needed  
 to allow everyone to participate fully. 
• Our non-sanctuary facilities need renovation to  
 allow us to fulfill our mission as well as we can.
• Accessibility issues must be addressed.
• Our mechanical systems are old and inefficient  
 and do not include air conditioning, creating   
 barriers for parish life, our food ministry, and  
 other types of community outreach.
• Our extensive basement space is in no condi-  
 tion to be used efficiently and is long overdue  
 for refreshment.
• We are fortunate to have a rectory on our cam- 
 pus, but it is in need of significant upgrading.
  
The Master Plan for Saint Thomas’s
With these needs and opportunities in mind, 
we commissioned KPMB Architects to develop a 
master plan for our future (The plan can be seen 
at stthomas.on.ca). KPMB have been engaging 

we can continue to offer Incumbents an attrac-
tive, on-site residence and benefit from having 
them live on our campus.

A five-year pledge campaign: 
Our Heritage Is Our Future
Our parish mission is clear, and needs to be 
rekindled for a new generation.                                     
Join us in that 
spirit as we build 
to welcome an expanding 
community based 
on God’s love.
 We have planned 
a five-year pledge cam-
paign to raise the $9 million that will be required 
for the phase 1 redevelopment to proceed. We will 
be seeking financial support from: 

• parishioners and friends of Saint Thomas’s, 
• community partners, 
• the general public, and government
• the Anglican Diocese of Toronto, and 
• many foundations and granting agencies.

Once sufficient funds have been raised, detailed 

architectural drawings will be developed and 
submitted for approval to the Anglican Diocese of 
Toronto and the City of Toronto.

Support this campaign
We encourage you to support this campaign gen-
erously to shape the next 125 years of parish life 
and community service at Saint Thomas’s.
To contribute, or for more information, go to 
stthomas.on.ca or contact parishioners Willem 
Hart at (416) 926-1243, patmos@interlog.com or 
Michael Rowland at (416) 670-5722, 
michael57rowland@gmail.com.

the community through architecture for the past 
30 years. The firm’s award-winning work can be 
seen throughout our neighbourhood – from the 
Gardiner Museum to the Munk School of Global 
Affairs and Public Policy, to the Royal Conserva-
tory of Music/Koerner Hall. KPMB’s report has 
targeted a number of strategies for redevelopment 
to increase our ability to serve:

• A central link and elevator will provide access  
 to the church and parish hall for those with 
 disabilities and mobility challenges. Improved  
 lighting, acoustical enhancements, and a sound  
 system in the church will help the hearing im- 
 paired.
• An expanded, modernized parish hall and   
 kitchen will better support our Friday Food   
 Ministry and new and expanded ministries.
 It will also support parish and community use  
 for events such as weddings, funerals, perfor- 
 mances, and larger meetings.
• Renovated basements will provide better and  
 soundproof space for rehearsals, a music library,  
 better facilities for the acolytes, choir, and Altar  
 Guild, and more spaces for programs for chil - 
 dren, students, youth, adults, seniors, as well as  
 for parish and community meetings.
• There will be new and accessible washrooms,  
 more functional sacristy and vestry facilities,  
 and modern building systems that will enable  
 both cooling and heating.
• New office facilities will support parish admin- 
 istration and provide a more welcoming access  
 to visitors. 
                                               •  Attractive land-
                          scaping and pathways around the 
                          perimeter of the campus will draw
                                people in. 

                                          Value our heritage and     
                                          invest in our future 
                                          Improving the function-
ality, accessibility, and connectivity of our facili-
ties for future generations will help to preserve a 
designated heritage property while undertaking 
a re-development that is sensitive to the scale and 
nature of the surrounding community. The rede-
velopment will also improve our energy efficiency, 
provide storage facilities for parish treasures, re-
cords, and materials, and increase rental revenue. 
Investing in Rectory renovations will ensure that 


