
Report from the Choir Representative to Vestry, February 24, 2019 

 

2018 was another eventful year for St Thomas’s choirs. 

 

On February 10, Matthew Larkin and a number of choristers performed at the Mardi Gras evening, 

with musical selections organized by Tim Wright. On February 16 we joined forces with the choir of 

the Church of St. Mary Magdalene to present a concert at SMM honouring Healey Willan on the 50th 

anniversary of his death. 

 

Our choristers are frequently asked to sing at funerals at St Thomas’s; last year these included Diane 

Hoult’s funeral on February 26. On a personal note, I would like to thank the many choristers who sang 

for my mother’s Burial Office on April 3. I have sung for many funerals in my 30 years at St Thomas’s 

and I felt truly blessed to be on the receiving end of this important ministry. 

 

On Palm Sunday (March 25) evening the choir sang The Crucifixion by John Stainer in place of 

Evensong. 

 

At the beginning of May we said farewell to Michael Johnston, who had been a tenor lead at St 

Thomas’s for four years. Michael is pursuing graduate studies in music at Cambridge University, U.K. 

On Tuesday, May 22, St Thomas’s Choir was invited to sing Evensong at St. James’ Cathedral. 

 

A choir party was held at the home of Tim Wright and Anneli Pekkonen on July 21. 

 

On September 6 the choirs were informed that Matthew Larkin would be stepping down from his 

position at St Thomas’s at the end of the year.  Two weeks later the choirs auditioned two candidates 

for the position of Organist and Director of Music. We were delighted to receive the announcement on 

October 4 of Matthew Whitfield’s appointment to the position. 

 

On December 1 the choirs performed two selections at St Thomas’s 125th anniversary celebration. 

 

At the time of writing, membership in our three choirs is as follows: 

9:30 choir: 7 (including three section leads) 

11:00 choir: 27 (including six section leads) 

Evensong choir: 33 (including four section leads) 

 

The choirs work very hard to prepare the music for the choral services. The 9:30 Sung Eucharist Choir 

rehearses on Sunday mornings before the service. The 11:00 Solemn Eucharist Choir (which also sings 

for the special feast-day services) rehearses on Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00, and on Sunday 

mornings from 10:30 to 10:50. We also rehearse for 30 to 40 minutes before each of the special 

services. The Evensong Choir rehearses on Sunday evenings from 5:30 to about 6:40. 

 

It has been a privilege to work with Matthew Larkin and we are pleased to be working now with 

Matthew Whitfield. A hearty welcome to Matthew and Jessika! Special thanks are due to Elizabeth 

Anderson, who has shown extraordinary dedication and flexibility in providing much-needed 

continuity for the music programme through all the changes of the past two and a half years. 

 

Above all, we would like to thank Jean Nichols for the hundreds of hours she spends as choir librarian. 

Thank you also to Dorothy Parr for her assistance with the choir library. 

 



Respectfully submitted on behalf of the choirs, 

Janice Kerkkamp (Choir representative to Advisory Board) 


