
St Thomas’s Church School 
 

Our Christmas pageant took place after the 11:00 am Eucharist on the last Sunday of 
Advent. This year, we invited the young children of the nursery to provide the visual aspect 
of the pageant: Mary, Joseph, one shepherd, and the star that the shepherds followed. The 

three narrators were the older children of the Church School. The choir beautifully sang 
Kodály’s Veni Veni Emmanuel, alternating verses with the story. All of the children were 

brilliantly focussed, and of course, adorable. 
 

We have recently finished working on the Ten Commandments, comparing the old 
language to what it means to us today, and how it applies to us. We have started to look at 
people and their jobs within the service – clergy, acolytes, choir, lectors, greeters – and what 

they wear. This will lead to symbolism. The weeks of Lent will focus on Easter preparation. 

After Easter, we will finish up Jesus’ parables and miracles. 

 
We continue to try to be settled into our back pew in time to sing the Lord’s Prayer, read the 

Prayer of Humble Access, and listen to the Agnus Dei. In the past, we have immediately 

gone up to receive blessings; however, we now stay in our pew to sing or follow the first 

verse of the Communion Hymn, which I review with them at the beginning of class. 
 
The children continue to work on their Personalized Service Booklet (detailed, step-by-step, 

activities on the entire liturgy). The folders have been replaced with binders, as the folders 
always slip off the book stands on the pews. In addition, the new binders keep all of their 

work together. I have noticed a great pride as they carry their binders containing everything 
that represents Church School and their involvement. They will be adding work to their 

binder each year. By the time they reach 11 or 12 years of age, it will provide them with a 
sense of accomplishment as well as the end of their Church School chapter, before they 
move forward to their next stage of religious education.  

 
As a final note, although I have been the Church School Coordinator since 2015, I am 

either singing in the 9:30 choir or in the classroom with the children. I rarely see visitors to 
the church, which gives me little opportunity to introduce myself. I therefore ask that every 

parishioner be aware of children visiting St Thomas’s. Please help them and their parents 
feel welcome. Always offer them a Personalized Service Booklet, box of crayons and a 
pencil from my welcome basket in the narthex. It gives visiting children something to help 

them follow along in the Eucharist. It also gives parents an idea of what goes on in St. 
Thomas’s Church School, which could encourage them to join us. More children in our 

school would benefit everyone. 

 

It takes a village to raise a child.  It takes a parish to foster a warm and supportive and 
welcoming Church School. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Siobhán Dungan 
 


