
                                                    

Saint Thomas's Church

Christ

our Passover

Solemn Liturgical Observance

of the Paschal Triduum

The Easter Vigil

I  THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

ALL STAND and turn to face west.
In the darkness fire is kindled and blessed. With traditional

ceremony the Paschal Candle is prepared and lighted,
whereupon the Presider exclaims:

MAY the light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

All remain standing while the Deacon sings “EXSULTET” 

REJOICE NOW, all ye heavenly legions of Angels: all high things that pass
understanding: for the King that cometh with victory, let the trumpet

proclaim salvation. Sing with joy, O earth, illumined with this celestial
radiancy: and enlightened by the eternal God, thy glory, believe and know
thou hast put away the darkness of all mankind. So likewise let our Mother,
his holy Church, welcome the bright beams of light shed upon her: and let his
holy courts be filled with the praises of his people. 

IT IS very meet and right, that with the service of our lips we should glorify
and should praise with heart and soul God the Invisible and Almighty, and
likewise his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Who paid
for us to the eternal Father the debt of Adam's transgression and with his
dear Blood wiped away the reproach of our former offences. Now therefore
we sacrifice our Passover, wherein for us the very Lamb of God is slain, by
whose Blood the doors of his faithful people are made holy. The night is
come, wherein, when our fathers, the children of Israel, were led forth out of
Egypt, thou dividest the sea and madest them to pass over as on dry land.
Yea, the night is come, that with the fiery pillar hath purged away the
darkness of our condemnation. The night is come, whereby all that believe
in Christ upon the face of all the earth, delivered from this naughty world
and out of the shadow of death, are renewed unto grace, and are made
partakers of eternal life. The night is come, wherein the bonds of death were
loosed and Christ harrowing hell rose again in triumph. How wonderful then,
O God, is thy loving kindness unto us thy children! Behold, what manner of



love he hath bestowed upon us: who to redeem a servant, delivered up his
only Son! The mystery therefore of this most holy night putteth to flight the
deeds of darkness, purgeth away sin: restoreth innocence to the fallen, and
gladness unto them that mourn: Therefore accept, O holy Father, the
evening sacrifice of this burning candle. May the day-star find it burning
when he dawneth into day. The day-star that riseth and knoweth not his
going down, even the same Jesus Christ our Mediator and Redeemer: Who
liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost: ever one God,
world without end. 

THE Deacon lifts high the Paschal Candle,
and moving through the church, pauses three times to sing:

V.  LUMEN CHRISTI! (all kneel)

R.  Deo gratias. (stand)

LIGHT is passed from person to person throughout the church, the Paschal Candle
is placed on its stand in the midst of the Crossing and the choir sings the anthem
“HAIL GLADDENING LIGHT” by Charles Wood. 

At the conclusion please extinguish your hand candles and sit down.

II  THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Presider introduces the readings with these or similar words:

BROTHERS AND SISTERS in Christ, let us now listen attentively to the word
of God, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness

of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this
Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work
he has begun.

‘THE CREATION'’ Genesis 1 — 2.4a (1.26-31a)

IN THE BEGINNING God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth
was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let
there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good:
and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day,

and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the
first day. And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters,
and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament,
and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters
which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the
firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.
And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto
one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry
land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God
saw that it was good. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in
itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was
in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and
the morning were the third day. And God said, Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be
for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for lights
in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.
And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the
day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God
saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creatures
that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament
of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature that
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and
every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God
blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas,
and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were
the fifth day. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after
his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and
it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and
God saw that it was good. 

Shorter reading begins here
Longer reading continues

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image



of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a
tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth,
and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth,
wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

Shorter Reading ends here
Longer Reading continues

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. Thus the heavens and
the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made. These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth
when they were created.

 1 O GIVE thanks unto the LORD, for he is gra-cious : 
and his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.

 2 O give thanks unto the God of all gods : 
for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.

 3 O thank the Lord of all lords : for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
 4 Who only doeth great won-ders : for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
 5 Who by his excellent wisdom made the hea-vens : 

for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
 6 Who laid out the earth above the wa-ters : 

for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
 7 Who hath made great lights : for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er;
 8 The sun to rule the day : for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er;
 9 The moon and the stars to govern the night : 

for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
23 Who rememberèd us when we were in trou-ble : 

for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er;

24 And hath deliverèd us from our en-e-mies : 
for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.

25 Who giveth food to all flesh : for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.
26 O give thanks unto the God of hea-ven : 

for his mercy endur-eth for ev-er.

Silence, followed by prayer (stand)

‘THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC’: Genesis 22.1-2,9-13,15-18

AND IT CAME TO PASS after these things, that God did tempt Abraham,
and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold here I am. And he

said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains which I will tell thee of. And they came to the place which
God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in
order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from
me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a
ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram,
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And the angel
of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and said,
By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

 6 THE LORD himself is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup :
thou shalt main-täin my lot.

 9 I have set the Lord always be-fore me : 
for he is on my right hand, there-fore I shäll not fall.

10 Wherefore my heart is glad, and my glory re-joic-eth : 
my flesh also shall dwell in säfe-ty.



11 For why? thou wilt not leave my soul to hell : 
neither wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see cor-rüp-tion.

12 Thou shalt show me the path of life; in thy presence is the fullness of 
joy : and at thy right hand there are plea-sures for ëv-er-more.

Silence, followed by prayer (stand)

‘THE EXODUS’: Exodus 14.10 —15.1a

AND WHEN Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes,
and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore

afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. And they said unto
Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die
in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth
out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt saying, Let us
alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve
the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. And Moses said
unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD,
which he will shew you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye
shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace. And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou
unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: But lift up
thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the
children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. And
I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow
them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am
the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots,
and upon his horsemen. And the angel of God, which went before the camp
of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went
from before their face, and stood behind them: And it came between the
camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness
to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the
other all the night. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the
LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and
made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children of
Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters
were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the
Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it came to pass, that
in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the

Egyptians, And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily:
so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD

fighteth for them against the Egyptians. And the LORD said unto Moses,
Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon
the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength
when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD

overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned,
and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that
came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.
But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and
the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus
the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And Israel saw that great work
which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD,
and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. Then sang Moses and the
children of Israel this song unto the LORD:

 1 I WILL SING unto the LORD, for he hath triumphéd glo-rious-ly : 
the horse and the rider hath he thrown in-tö the sea.

 2 The LORD is my strength and my song, and he is become my 
sal-va-tion : he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my 
father's God, and I will ex-ält him.

 3 The LORD is a man of war : the LORD is hïs name.
 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea : 

his chosen captains also are drownéd in the Rëd Sea.
 5 The depths have cover-ed them : 

they sank into the bot-tom äs a stone.
 6 Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power : 

thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashéd in pie-ces the ën-e-my.
11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? : 

who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
do-ing wönders?

12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand : the earth swal-low-ëd them.
13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast 

re-deem-ed : thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy 
holy ha-bi-tä-tion.



17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 
inhe-ri-tance : in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to
dwell in; in the Sanctuary, O LORD, which thy hands have es-täb-lish-ed.

18 The LORD shall reign : for ev-er and ëv-er.

Silence, followed by prayer (stand)

‘THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES’: Ezekiel 37.1-14  

THE HAND of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of
the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of

bones, And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were
very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto
me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou
knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto
them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the Lord GOD

unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall
live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall
know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I
prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came
together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh
came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no
breath in them. Then he said unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. Then he said
unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they
say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O
my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the
LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up
out of your graves, And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall
place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken
it, and performed it, saith the LORD.

   1 HEAR MY prayer, O LORD, and con-sid-er my de-sire : 
hearken unto me for thy truth and righ-teous-ness' säke.

 2 And enter not into judgement with thy ser-vant : 
for in thy sight shall no man living be just-i-fi-ëd.

 3 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life 
down to the ground : he hath laid me in the darkness, as the men 
that have been long dëad.

 4 Therefore is my spirit vex-ed with-in me : 
and my heart within me is de-so-läte.

 5 Yet do I remember the time past; I muse up-on all thy works : 
yea, I meditate upon the works of thy händs.

 6 I spread forth my hands un-to thee : 
my soul gaspeth unto thee as a thirs-ty länd.

 7 Hear me, O LORD, and that soon, for my spi-rit wax-eth faint : 
hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down 
in-to the pït.

 8 O let me hear thy loving-kindness in the morning, for in thee 
is my trust : show thou me the way that I should walk in, for I lift 
up my soul un-to thëe.

 9 Deliver me, O LORD, from mine en-e-mies : for I flee unto thee to hide më.
10 Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, for thou art my God : 

let thy loving spirit lead me forth into the land of righ-teous-nëss.
11 Quicken me, O LORD, for thy Name's sake : 

and in thy righteousness bring my soul out of trou-blë.
12 And of thy goodness cut off mine en-e-mies : 

and destroy all them that vex my soul; for I am thy ser-vänt.
   Silence, followed by prayer (stand)

After this last Old Testament reading, everyone remains standing.
The Presider intones GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO. At once the organ sounds 

forth, bells are rung joyously, and all join in singing:

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO
Missa de Angelis

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give

thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the
Father Almighty.



  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son
of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
  For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Presider greets the people

V.  THE LORD be with you;
R.  And with thy spirit.

Please remain standing for the Collect of the Day.

LORD of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of thy Son
hast overcome the old order of sin and death to make all things new in

him: grant that we, being dead to sin but alive unto thee in Christ Jesus, may
reign with him in glory; to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit be praise and
honour, glory and might, world without end.  Amen.

EPISTLE: Romans 6.3-11

DO YOU NOT know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by

baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to
God. So you must also consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord
R.  Thanks be to God

    

GOSPEL: Matthew 28.1-10

R.  Glory be to thee, O Lord

IN THE END of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door,
and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white
as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his
disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into
Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. And they departed quickly
from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples
word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying,
All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then
said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into
Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

The Gospel of Christ
R.  Praise be to thee, O Christ

III  THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

Thanksgiving over water

Presider: LET us pray.

ALMIGHTY GOD, we thank thee for the gift of water. Over water the Holy 
Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through water thou didst lead

the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.
In water thy Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the
holy Spirit as Messiah, the Christ, to lead us through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank thee, O Father, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried with
Christ in his death; through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore in joyful obedience to thy Son, we celebrate our fellowship in him
in faith.

Sanctify (+) this water,  we beseech thee; and grant that all who have passed
through the water of baptism may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ our Saviour; To whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour
and glory, now and for ever.  Amen



Following this, the Presider says:

AS WE CELEBRATE the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, we remember
that through the paschal mystery we have died and been buried with him in
baptism, so that we may rise to a new life within the family of his Church.

Now that we have completed our observance of Lent, we renew the promises
made at our baptism, affirming our allegiance to Christ, and our rejection of
all that is evil.

As we renew our vows, let us hold our candles high to show we are not
ashamed to confess our faith in our crucified and risen Saviour.

Presider: Do you here, in the presence of God and of this Congregation,
renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh?

People: I do.

Presider: Do you believe the Christian Faith as it is set forth in the Apostles'
Creed?

People: I do.

Presider: Will you endeavour to keep God's holy will and commandments,
and to walk in the same all the days of your life?

People: I will, God being my helper.

ALMIGHTY GOD, our Creator and the rock of our salvation, who hast given
us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the
forgiveness of sins; Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us  ready for
that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in thy Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Presider then sprinkles the choir and congregation,
left and right, going down the entire length of the nave.

Meanwhile there is sung:

Vidi aquam egredientem de templo, a latere dextro, alleluia: et omnes, ad
quos pervenit aqua ista, salvi facti sunt, et dicent, alleluia, alleluia.

I saw water issuing forth from the Temple, on the right side, alleluia: and all those
to whom this water came obtained salvation and they exclaimed: "Alleluia,
alleluia."

IV  THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

OFFERTORY HYMN

T  HE LAMB's high banquet called to share,
  Arrayed in garments white and fair,  
The Red Sea past, we fain would sing

To JESUS our triumphant King.

2 Upon the Altar of the Cross
His Body hath redeemed our loss;

And, tasting of his precious Blood,
Our life is hid with him in GOD.

3 Protected in the paschal night
From the destroying angel's might,

In triumph went the ransomed free
From Pharaoh's cruel tyranny.

4 Now CHRIST our Passover is slain,
The Lamb of GOD without a stain;

His Flesh, the true unleavened Bread,
Is freely offered in our stead.

5 O all sufficient Sacrifice,
Beneath thee hell defeated lies;

Thy captive people are set free,
And endless life restored in thee.

6 We hymn thee rising from the grave,
From death returning, strong to save;

Thine own right hand the tyrant chains,
And Paradise for man regains.

7 All praise be thine, O risen LORD,
From death to endless life restored;

All praise to GOD the FATHER be
And HOLY GHOST eternally.

S  VENANTIUS Latin, probably 7th centuryt

Rouen Church Melody 1728 Tr. J.M. Neale 1818-1866
Arr. R. Vaughan Williams 1872-1958

(MOTET)



PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

ALMIGHTY GOD, giver of life and health, accept the offering of thy holy
people, and grant that we who have been baptized into Christ may be

perfected in thy salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

V.  THE LORD be with you;
R.  And with thy spirit.
V.  Lift up your hearts;

R.  We lift them up unto the Lord.
V.  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God;

R.  It is meet and right so to do.

All remain standing while the Presider sings the preface

IT IS VERY MEET, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty,

Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things.

BUT CHIEFLY are we bound to praise thee for the glorious Resurrection of thy
Son Jesus Christ our Lord: for he is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered
for us, and hath taken away the sin of the world; who by his death hath
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath restored to us everlasting
life. 

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and
saying: 

The people kneel

Choir: HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.

BLESSÈD is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

BLESSING AND GLORY and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus

Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for
our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered,
a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins
of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memorial of that his precious death, until his coming
again.

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that
we receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the
same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks,
he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body
which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper
he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink
it, in remembrance of me.

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants,
with all thy holy Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved
Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this sacrament of the holy
Bread of eternal life and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which
he hath commanded; And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully
to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly
beseeching thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may
obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray
that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy
Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end.

And all the people shall answer: Amen



Then say together:

OUR FATHER
Merbecke

OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

After a short period of silence the Presider says:

 THE PEACE of the LORD be always with you:
R.  And with thy spirit.

All who intend to receive Communion then say together
this prayer of humble access:

WE DO NOT PRESUME to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting
in our  own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We

are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But
thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his
Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we
may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen.

The consecrated Bread is broken and the choir sings

             LAMB OF GOD, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.O O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace.

During the distribution of holy Communion the following hymn is sung:

L ORD, enthroned in heavenly splendour,
 First begotten from the dead,
Thou alone, our strong Defender,

Liftest up thy people's head.
Alleluia,

JESU, true and living Bread!

2 Here our humblest homage pay we;
Here in loving reverence bow;    

Here for faith's discernment pray we,    
Lest we fail to know thee now.

Alleluia,
Thou art here, we ask not how.

3 Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
As of old in Bethlehem,

Here as there thine angels hail thee,
Branch and Flower of Jesse's stem.

Alleluia,
We in worship join with them.

4 Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished
Once for all when thou wast slain,

In its fullness undiminished
Shall for evermore remain,

Alleluia,
Cleansing souls from every stain.

5 Life-imparting heavenly Manna,
  Stricken rock with streaming side,
  Heaven and earth with loud Hosanna
  Worship thee, the Lamb who died,

Alleluia,
Risen, ascended, glorified!

S  OSMUND G.H. Bourne 1840-1925t

Proper melody from the Solesmes Version
harmonized by Healey Willan 1880-1968

(POST COMMUNION MOTET)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

OHEAVENLY FATHER, who hast delivered us from the power of darkness,
and brought us into the kingdom of thy dear Son; Mercifully grant, that

as his death has recalled us to life, so his continual presence in us may raise
us to eternal joy; Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.



BLESSING

GOD THE FATHER, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; And the blessing of God

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and
remain with you always.  Amen.

POST COMMUNION HYMN

C   HRIST the LORD is risen again;
  CHRIST hath broken every chain;
Hark! angelic voices cry,

Singing evermore on high,
Alleluia!

2 He, who gave for us his life,
Who for us endured the strife,

Is our Paschal Lamb to-day;
We too sing for joy, and say

Alleluia!

3 He, who bore all pain and loss
Comfortless upon the Cross,

Lives in glory now on high,
Pleads for us, and hears our cry;

Alleluia!

4 Now he bids us tell abroad
How the lost may be restored,

How the penitent forgiven,
How we too may enter heaven.

Alleluia!

5 Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed,
CHRIST, thy ransomed people feed;

Take our sins and guilt away,
That we all may sing for aye

Alleluia!
WÜRTEMBURG German, Michael Weisse c 1480-1534
Laterform of a melody in Hundert Arien Dresden 1694 Tr Catherine Winkworth 1827-78
adapted by W.H. Monk 1823-89

May Christ our Lord grant you all
the peace and happiness his Easter victory brings.
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