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I  THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

THE ENTRANCE procession is in silence; as soon as the presider and assistant
ministers reach the Altar they prostrate themselves before it; everyone else
kneels and silence is kept. Then all stand for the singing of the Opening Prayer:
the Collect.

LET us pray. 

       LMIGHTY GOD, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family 
 A for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and
given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the Cross;
who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.  Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52.13—53.12
The Suffering Servant

       EHOLD, my servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up,  B and shall be very high. As many were astonished at him—his
appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond
that of the sons of men—so shall he startle many nations; kings shall shut
their mouths because of him; for that which has not been told them they shall
see, and that which they have not heard they shall understand. Who has
believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out
of dry ground; he had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, and
no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made
us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a
sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. By
oppression and judgement he was taken away; and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the
transgressions of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and
with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was
no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise him; he has



put him to grief; when he makes himself an offering for sin, he shall see his
offspring, he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand; he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will divide him a
portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because
he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors.
Yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

The word of the Lord

R.  Thanks be to God

 6 INTO / thy hands I com-mend my spi-rit :
for thou hast redeeméd me, O Lord, thou God of trüth.

13 I am become a reproach because of all mine en-e-mies :
and especially unto my neigh-böurs;

14 And they of mine acquaintance are a-fraid of me :
and they that see me in the street flee from më.

15 I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind :
I am become like a bro-ken ves-sël.

17 But my hope hath been in thee, O Lord :
I have said, `Thou art my Göd.'

18 My times are in thy hand : deliver me from the hand
of mine enemies, and from them that per-se-cute më.

19 Show thy servant the light of thy coun-te-nance :
and save me for thy mer-cy's säke.

28 Be strong and let your heart take cour-age :
all ye that put your trust in the Lörd.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4.14-16 & 5.7-9
Our Great High Priest

      EEING THEN that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the    S heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we
have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need. In the days of his flesh, when he had
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him

that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and
being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him.

The word of the Lord
R.  Thanks be to God

CANTICLE: "Song of Christ's Glory" (Philippians 2.6-11); Tone II,2 (Stand)

 6 CHRIST JE/SUS being in the form of God :
counted it not a prize to be ë-quäl to God.

 7 But emptiéd himself, and took upon him the form of a ser-vant :
and was made in the lïke-nëss of men.

 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbléd him-self :
and became obedient unto deah, even the dëath öf the Cross.

 9 Wherefore God also hath highly ex-al-ted him :
and given him the Name which is a-böve ëv-ery name.

10 That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow :
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things ün-dër the earth.

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord :
to the glory of Göd thë Fa-ther.

THE PASSION GOSPEL:  John 18 & 19

IF YOU FEEL THE NEED, please feel free to sit down for the first part of the gospel,
until it tells of the arrival at Golgotha. 

      T THAT TIME: Jesus went forth with his disciples over the brook        A Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his
disciples. And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus
ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then, having received a
band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither
with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things
that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them: Whom seek ye?
They answered him: Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them: I am he. And
Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. As soon then as he had said
unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then asked
he them again: Whom seek ye? And they said: Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
answered: I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go
their way. That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake: Of them which
thou gavest me have I lost none. Then Simon Peter having a sword, drew it,



and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's
name was Malchus. Then said Jesus unto Peter: Put up thy sword into the
sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 

Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and

bound him, and led him away to Annas first; for he was father-in-law to

Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year. Now Caiaphas was he,

which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should

die for the people. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another

disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus

into the palace of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then

went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake

unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. Then saith the damsel that

kept the door unto Peter: Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He

saith: I am not. And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a

fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood

with them, and warmed himself. 

The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus

answered him: I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue,

and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said

nothing. Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said

unto them: behold, they know what I said. And when he had thus spoken, one

of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying:

Answerest thou the high priest so? Jesus answered him: If I have spoken evil,

bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? Now Annas had

sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him:

Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said: I am not. One

of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off,

saith: Did not I see thee in the garden with him? Peter then denied again: and

immediately the cock crew. 

Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment. And it was

early; and they themselves went not into the judgment-hall, lest they should

be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. Pilate then went out unto

them, and said: What accusation bring ye against this man? They answered

and said unto him: If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered

him up unto thee. Then said Pilate unto them: Take ye him, and judge him

according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him: It is not lawful for

us to put any man to death. That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which

he spake, signifying what death he should die. 

Then Pilate entered into the judgment-hall again, and called Jesus, and said

unto him: Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus answered him: Sayest thou

this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate answered: Am I

a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me:

what hast thou done? Jesus answered: My kingdom is not of this world. If my

kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not

be delivered to the Jews: but now my kingdom is not from hence. Pilate

therefore said unto him: Art thou a king then? Jesus answered: Thou sayest

that I am a king. To this end was I born, and came into the world, that I

should witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Pilate saith unto him: What is truth?

And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto

them: I find in him no fault at all. But ye have a custom, that I should release

unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the

King of the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying: Not this man, but

Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers

platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple

robe, and came unto him, and said: Hail, King of the Jews! And they smote

him with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them:

Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in

him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple

robe. And Pilate saith unto them: Behold the man! When the chief priests

therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying: Crucify him, crucify

him. Pilate saith unto them: Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault

in him. The Jews answered him: We have a law, and by our law he ought to

die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard

that saying, he was the more afraid. And went again into the judgment-hall,

and saith unto Jesus: Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then

saith Pilate unto him: Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I

have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered:

Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee

from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.

And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out,

saying: If thou let this man go, thou art not Cæsar's friend: whosoever

maketh himself a king speaketh against Cæsar. When Pilate therefore heard

that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment-seat in a

place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was

the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto

the Jews: Behold your King! But they cried out: Away with him, away with

him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them: Shall I crucify your King? The chief

priests answered: We have no king but Cæsar. Then delivered he him

therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.



 And he, bearing his cross, went forth into a place called the place of a

skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: where they crucified him, and

two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. And Pilate

wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF

NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title then read many of the

Jews, for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was

written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief priests of the

Jews to Pilate: Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King

of the Jews. Pilate answered: What I have written, I have written. Then the

soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four

parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat. Now the coat was without

seam, woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among

themselves: Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the

Scripture might be fulfilled, which saith: 

They parted my raiment among them, 

And for my vesture they did cast lots. 

These things therefore the soldiers did. Now there stood by the cross of

Jesus, his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary

Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing

by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother: Woman, behold thy son! Then

saith he to the disciple: Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple

took her unto his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were

now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith: I thirst. Now

there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar,

and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had

received the vinegar, he said: It is finished. And he bowed his head, and gave

up his spirit.

The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should

not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sabbath day was an

high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they

might be taken away. The  soldiers, therefore, came  and brake the legs of the

first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to

Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs. But one of

the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood

and water. And he that saw it bore witness, and his witness is true: and he

knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done

that the Scripture should be fulfilled: A bone of him shall not be broken. And

again another scripture saith: They shall look on him whom they pierced. 

At the conclusion of the Passion Gospel everyone sits down 
and a profound silence is kept for a space.

(HOMILY)

HYMN

During which the collection is taken up

HEN I survey the wondrous Cross
  W On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
  And pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, LORD that I should boast,

  Save in the Cross of CHRIST, my GOD;

All the vain things that charm me most,

  I sacrifice them to his Blood.

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,

  Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

  Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,

  That were an offering far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

  Demands my soul, my life, my all.
ROCKINGHAM Isaac Watts 1674-1748
Adapted by Edward Miller 1731-1807

THE SOLEMN PRAYERS

BIDDINGS are announced by the deacon concluding with the phrase: "Let

us kneel and pray." At which point everyone kneels for a few moments

of silent prayer. The deacon then says, "Arise," and the presider offers

an appropriate prayer. This procedure is followed again and again until

the SOLEMN PRAYERS are concluded.



HYMN

    

VEXILLA REGIS PRODEUNT Latin, Venantius Fortunatus 530-609
Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66

II  THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS

THE CRUCIFIX is unveiled in the sanctuary, and raised aloft at three stations: at the top of
the Altar steps, at the head of the choir, and at the choir step. Each time it is raised the
following versicle and response is sung, each time a semi-tone higher, and everyone kneels
briefly.

 

ALL ARE INVITED to venerate the Cross, coming forward quietly 

and showing their respect with a single genuflection and a kiss.

THE REPROACHES

THE REPROACHES probably come from the old Spanish Church, which used

Micah 6.1-8 on Good Friday, of which verse 3 forms the opening reproach. They

express the heart-breaking pleading of God—so vividly displayed in the

Cross—to his people in every age, Jew and Gentile, now as then.

O my people, what have I done unto thee? Or wherein have I

wearied thee? Testify against me.

Because I brought thee out of the land of Egypt, thou hast prepared

a Cross for thy Saviour.

Agios o Theos.  Holy God.

Agios ischyros.  Holy, Mighty!

Agios, athanatos, eleison imas.

Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

Because I led thee through the desert forty years, and fed thee with

manna, and brought thee into a land exceeding good, thou hast

preparéd a Cross for thy Saviour.

Agios o Theos.  Holy God . . .

What could I do more for thee that I have not done? I planted thee,

my choicest vine, and thou hast become exceeding bitter unto me;

for vinegar, mingléd with gall, thou didst give me when thirsty, and

hast piercéd with a spear the side of thy Saviour.

Agios o Theos.  Holy God . . .



HYMN IN HONOUR OF THE CROSS

(Sung kneeling)

DURING THE VENERATION this hymn is sung. The refrain "Crux Fidelis" (Faithful
Cross) begins the hymn. It is sung by the choir alone, which repeats one or other
part of it (A or B) between the stanzas.

A FAITHFUL CROSS! above all other
One and only noble Tree!
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit thy peer may be;

B SWEETEST WOOD and sweetest iron!
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.

 ING, MY TONGUE, the glorious battle,S Sing the ending of the fray,
O'er the Cross, the Victor's trophy, 

Sound the loud triumphant lay:
Tell how CHRIST the world's Redeemer,

As a Victim won the day. (A)

2 GOD in pity saw man fallen, 

Shamed and sunk in misery,

When he fell on death by tasting

Fruit of the forbidden tree:

Then an other Tree was chosen

Which the world from death should free. (B)

3 Therefore, when th'appointed fulness

Of the holy time was come,

He was sent, who maketh all things

Forth from GOD's eternal home:

Thus he came to earth, incarnate,

Off-spring of the maiden's womb. (A)

4 Thirty years among us dwelling,

Now at length his hour fulfilled,

Born for this, he met his Passion,

For that this he freely willed,

On the Cross the Lamb is lifted

Where his life-blood shall be spilled. (B)

5 Bend thy boughs, O Tree of glory,

Thy too rigid sinews bend;

For a while the ancient rigour

That thy birth bestowed, suspend,

And the King of heav'nly beauty

On thy bosom gently tend. (A)

6 Thou alone wast counted worthy

This world's Ransom to sustain;

That a shipwrecked race might ever

Thus a port of refuge gain,

With the sacred blood anointed

From the Lamb for sinners slain. (B)

7 He endured the nails, the spitting,

Vinegar and spear and reed;

From that holy Body piercéd

Blood and Water forth proceed:

Earth and stars and sky and ocean

By that flood from stain are freed. (A)

8 To the TRINITY be glory

To the FATHER and the SON,

With the coeternal SPIRIT,

Ever THREE and ever ONE,

One in love and one in splendour,

While unending ages run. (A & B)
PANGE LINGUA GLORIOSI Latin, Venantius Fortunatus 530-609
Mode iii" Tr P. Dearmer 1867-1936

and J.M. Neale 1818-66



III  HOLY COMMUNION

PLEASE remain kneeling as the Reserved Sacrament is brought 

from the Altar of Repose, during the singing of the Motet.

Priest: LET US PRAY for the coming of the kingdom in the words our

Saviour taught us;

       UR FATHER who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom O come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever.
Amen.

All who intend to receive Communion then say together 
this prayer of humble access:

          E DO NOT PRESUME to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,     WTrusting in our  own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy
Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have
mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear
Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be
made clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious
Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen.

During the distribution of holy Communion the following hymns are sung:

      LORY BE TO JESUS,G  Who, in bitter pains,
Poured for me the life-blood

From his sacred veins.

2 Grace and life eternal

In that Blood I find;

Blest be his compassion

Infinitely kind.

3 Blest through endless ages

Be the precious stream,

Which from endless torment

Doth the world redeem.

4 Abel's blood for vengeance

Pleaded to the skies;

But the Blood of JESUS

For our pardon cries.

5 Oft as it is sprinkled

On our guilty hearts,

Satan in confusion

Terror-struck departs;

6 Oft as earth exulting

Wafts its praise on high,

Angel-hosts rejoicing

Make their glad reply.

7 Lift ye then your voices;

Swell the mighty flood;

Louder still and louder

Praise the precious Blood.
CASWELL Italian c. 1815
F. Filitz 1804-76 Tr E. Caswall 1814-78

     HERE IS A green hill far away,
  T Outside a city wall,

Where the dear LORD was crucified,
Who died to save us all.

2 We may not know, we cannot tell

What pains he had to bear,

But we believe it was for us

He hung and suffered there.

3 He died that we might be forgiven,

He died to make us good,

That we might go at last to heaven,

Saved by his precious Blood.



4 There was no other good enough

To pay the price of sin,

He only could unlock the gate

Of heaven, and let us in.

5 O dearly, dearly has he loved,

And we must love his too,

And trust in his redeeming Blood,

And try his works to do.
HORSLEY C.F. Alexander 1818-95
William Horsley 1774-1858

CONCLUDING PRAYER

The presider says, "LET US PRAY," and one of the following:

         MOST MERCIFUL GOD, who by the death and resurrection of thy Son O   Jesus Christ hast delivered and saved us all: Mercifully grant, that
by faith in him who suffered on the Cross, we may triumph in the power
of his victory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

OR

          LORD JESUS CHRIST, Son of the living God, we pray thee to set thy  O   Passion, Cross and death between thy judgement and our souls, now
and in the hour of our death. Vouchsafe to the living mercy and grace, to
the dead pardon and rest, to thy holy Church peace and concord, and to us
sinners everlasting life and glory; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit
livest and reignest world without end.  Amen.

HYMN

      HE HEAD that once was crowned with thorns,T Is crowned with glory now:
A royal diadem adorns

The mighty Victor's brow.

2 The highest place that heaven affords

Is his, is his by right,

The King of kings, and LORD of lords,

And heaven's eternal Light.

3 The joy of all who dwell above;

The joy of all below,

To whom he manifests his love

And grants his Name to know.

4 To them the Cross with all its shame,

With all its grace is given;

Their name an everlasting name,

Their joy the joy of heaven.

5 They suffer with their LORD below,

They reign with him above,

Their profit and their joy to know

The mystery of his love.

6 The Cross he bore is life and health,

Though shame and death to him:

His people's hope, his people's wealth,

Their everlasting theme.
S  MAGNUS T. Kelly 1769-1854t

Jeremiah Clark 1673-1707

IF YOU MUST leave immediately, please do so on this day without unnecessary

or trivial conversation either inside or outside the church. If possible, remain

for a while to look upon the Cross. Commit to your heart and mind the lessons

of this sacred day.

Eventually we will leave the bleak and bare church, but in peace and with

confidence. Until the joyous celebration of Easter, beginning with the Vigil

tomorrow night, we will watch by the Lord's tomb—at least in spirit—not with

the despair of the first disciples, but in sure and certain hope of his mighty

resurrection.
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