
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

The readings for the Second Sunday in Lent stress promise and expectation. The account
of the covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15 presents God's promise of a child to the
childless, and Abraham responds with faithful trust in the God who makes the promise.
The psalm is filled with assurance and confident trust in God. The Epistle calls attention
to the cross and reminds the church that it awaits its saviour.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15.1-12,17-18
The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD,
what wilt thou give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "Behold, thou hast given me no off-
spring; and a slave born in my house will be my heir." And behold, the word of
the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; your own son shall be
your heir." And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and
number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "so shall
your descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as
righteousness. And he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess." But he said, "O Lord GOD, how
am I to know that I shall possess it?" He said to him. "Bring me a heifer three
years old, a she-goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon." And he brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey
came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a dread and great darkness fell upon
him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot
and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates."

The word of the Lord        R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 27.8-16; Tone V,3

 8 HEARK/EN unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee : 
have mercy upon me and hear me.

 9 My heart hath talked with thee: ‘Seek ye my face’ :‘Thy face, Lord, will I seek.’
10 O hide not thou thy face from me : nor cast thy servant away in dis-plea-sure.
11 Thou hast been my suc-cour : 

leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my sal-va-tion.
12 When my father and my mother for-sake me : the Lord ta-keth me up.

13 Teach me thy way, O Lord : 
and lead me in the right way, because of mine en-eN-mies.

14 Deliver me not over into the will of mine adver-sa-ries : 
for there are false witnesses risen up against me, and such as speak wrong.

15 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord : in the land of the liv-ing.
16 O tarry thou the Lord's lei-sure : 

be strong, and let thy heart take courage, and wait up-on theN Lord.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3.17—4.1
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according
to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ;
I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds
are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that
we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of
our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power
that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The word of the Lord 
R/. Thanks be to God

SEQUENCE HYMN
Hymn 827 (AOH 15):  "O kind Creator, bow thine ear" RECTOR POTENS

GOSPEL: Luke 13.31-35
R/. Glory  be to thee, O Lord

The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto Jesus, Get thee
out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee. And he said unto them, Go ye,
and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow,
and the third day I shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to
morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of
Jerusalem. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them
that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together,
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me,
until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord.

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ
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