
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

All the readings today converge on the theme of God's actions to save the lost or sinful. The key phrase in the Old

Testament reading affirms that the Lord has "rolled away fro you the disgrace of Egypt." The psalm pronounces as happy

those whose sins are forgiven, and urges that sin be acknowledged. It expresses confidence and joy in the God who

forgives. The Epistle proclaims the good news in cosmic terms: "In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself." In

the Gospel lection, through the parable of the prodigal son Jesus proclaims forgiveness.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5.9-12

The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that place is

called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on

the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they

ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the

produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord

R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 32—Beati, quorum; Tone VI

 1 BLESS-ED is he whose unrighteousness is for-giv-en : and whose sin ïs cov-erN-ed.

 2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin : 

and in whose spi-rit thëre is no N guile.

 3 For while I held my tongue : 

my bones consumed away through my dai-ly cöm-plain-ing.

 4 For thy hand was heavy upon me day and night : 

and my moisture was changed as with the drought öf sum-mer.

 5 I acknowledge my sin un-to thee : and mine unrighteousness have Ï not hid.

 6 I said, ‘I will confess my sins unto the Lord’ : 

and so thou forgavest the wicked-ness öf my sin.

 7 For this shall every one that is godly make his prayer unto thee, 

in a time when thou mayest be found : 

when the great waters overflow, they shall not cöme nigh him.

 8 Thou art a place to hide me 0n; thou shalt preserve me from trou-ble : 

thou shalt compass me about with songs of dë-liv-er-ance.

 9 I will inform thee, and teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt go : 

and I will guide thee with mine eye üp-on thee.

10 Be ye not like to horse and mule, which have no under-stand-ing : 

whose mouths must be held with bit and bridle, else they will not cöme nigh thee.

11 Great plagues remain for the un-god-ly : 

but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy embraceth him ön ev-eryN side.

12 Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord : 

and be joyful, all ye that äre true ofN heart.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5.16-21

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human

point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything

old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself

through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world

to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So

we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ,

be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become

the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord

R/. Thanks be to God

SEQUENCE HYMN

828 (AOH 16) "Now is the healing time decreed" RECTOR POTENS (Mode ii)

GOSPEL: Luke 15.1-3,11-32

R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Then drew near unto Jesus all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes

murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto them,

saying, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion

of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger son

gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And he went

and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain

have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when he came to

himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with

hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before

thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and

came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and

fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy

sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe,

and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill

it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And

they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he

heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said

unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and

sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him. And he

answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy

commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: But as soon as

this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And

he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make

merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

The Gospel of Christ

R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ Lent 4C/11
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