
THE WORD OF THE LORD : TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
At the Solemn Eucharist at 11 o'clock

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

As the season of Lent takes us closer to the commemoration of the death and resurrection
of Jesus, the assigned texts sound different and distinctive notes. The Old Testament and
the psalm proclaim, look forward to, and pray for God's salvation of the people. The mood
is joyful. The New Testament lections are not so unambiguous. The Epistle has Paul
announcing the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, affirming his faith in the
resurrection, and—not without a note of warning—calling for his readers to press on with
him and hold true. In the Gospel lesson we see Mary's love for her Lord, but also
recognize foreshadowings of Judas's treachery and the death of Jesus.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43.16-21

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who

brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they

are extinguished, quenched like a wick: "Remember not the former things, nor

consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do

you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The

wild beasts will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the

wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom

I formed for myself that they might declare my praise."

The word of the Lord

R/. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 126—In convertendo; Tone IV,6

 1 WHEN THE Lord restored the for-tunes of Si-on : 

then were we like unto them that dream.

 2 Then was our mouth fill-ed with laugh-ter : and our tongue with joy.

 3 Then said they a-mong the na-tions : 

‘The Lord hath done great things for them.’

 4 Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us al-rea-dy : whereof we re-joice.

 5 Restore our for-tunes, O Lord : as the rivers in the south.

 6 They that sow in tears : shall reap in joy.

 7 He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth his seed : 

shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3.4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on

the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew

born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee, as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as

to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have

come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I

have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as refuse, in order that I may

gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes

from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God

based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain

the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already

reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made

me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I

press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord

R/. Thanks be to God

SEQUENCE HYMN

THE ROYAL BANNERS forward go, 4 O Tree of glory, Tree most fair,

The Cross shines forth in mystic glow; Ordained those holy limbs to bear,

Where he in flesh, our flesh who made, How bright in purple robe it stood,

Our sentence bore, our ransom paid. The purple of a SAVIOUR's Blood!

2 There whilst he hung, his sacred side 5 Upon its arms, like balance true,

By soldier's spear was opened wide, He weighed the price for sinners due,

To cleanse us in the precious flood The price which none but he could pay,

Of water mingled with his Blood. And spoiled the spoiler of his prey.

3 Fulfilled is now what David told 6 To thee, Eternal THREE in ONE,

In true prophetic song of old, Let homage meet by all be done:

How GOD the heathen's King should be; As by the Cross thou dost restore,

For GOD is reigning from the Tree. So rule and guide us evermore.  Amen.
VEXILLA REGIS PRODEUNT From the Latin of Venantius Fortunatus 530-609

Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66

GOSPEL: John 12.1-8
R/. Glory be to thee, O Lord

Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which
had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. Then took
Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus,
and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the
ointment. Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should
betray him, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to
the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and
had the bag, and bare what was put therein. Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying hath she kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but
me ye have not always. 

The Gospel of Christ
R/. Praise be to thee, O Christ Lent 5C/11
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