
Saint Thomas's Church

PALM SUNDAY

The Liturgy At Nine-thirty am

WEB COPY

Year C
(Luke)

PLEASE pick up your palm cross when you arrive, and gather in the Baptistry for

the blessing of palms when the bell rings.

Presider: Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.

People: Blessèd is he who comes in the Name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest.

Presider: Brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been

preparing for the celebration of our Lord's paschal mystery.

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of

Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms

and shouts of praise, but the path before him led to self-

giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King,

although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross.

We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the

glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering

and death. United with him in his suffering on the cross, may

we share his resurrection and new life.

All then hold up their palms for the blessing.

Presider: Almighty God, we pray you bless these (palm) branches and

make them holy. Today we joyfully acclaim Jesus our

Messiah and King. May we reach one day the happiness of

the new and everlasting Jerusalem by faithfully following

him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever.

People: Amen.

The palms are sprinkled with holy water.



THE GOSPEL OF THE PALMS: Luke 19.28-40

    
V/. The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke

People:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near

Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent

two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you

enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie

it and bring it here. "If anyone asks you, `Why are you untying it?' just

say this, ̀ The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found

it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked

them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it."

Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt,

they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks

on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount

of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God

joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,

saying, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in

heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!" Some of the Pharisees in the

crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." He answered,

“I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."

The Gospel of Christ

People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PROCESSION
Please follow the Choir up the Nave and move to your seat while singing this hymn to

Christ the King.  

Refrain:

     All glory, laud, and honour 3 The people of the Hebrews

To thee, Redeemer, King, With palms before thee went;

To whom the lips of children Our praise and prayer and anthems

Made sweet hosannas ring. Before thee we present.  R/.

2 Thou art the King of Israel, 4  Thou didst accept their praises,

Thou David's royal Son, Accept the prayers we bring,

Who in the LORD 'S Name comest, Who in all good delightest,

The King and blessèd One.  R/. Thou good and gracious King. R/.

The Procession concludes with the Collect of the Day

Presider: Almighty and everliving God, in tender love for all our

human race you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to

take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross. May we

follow the example of his great humility, and share in the

glory of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who

is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever.

People: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: Philippians 2.5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be

exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in

human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

HYMN

          1 Ride on! ride on in majesty!     

Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry;         

O SAVIOUR meek, pursue thy road     

With palms and scattered garments strowed.       

                  
         2 Ride on! ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die;          

O CHRIST, thy triumphs now begin    

O'er captive death and conquered sin.

              
         3 Ride on! ride on in majesty!

The angel-squadrons of the sky

Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes

To see th’approaching Sacrifice.



         4 Ride on! ride on in majesty!

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh,

The FATHER on his sapphire throne

Expects his own anointed SON.

         5 Ride on! ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die;

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain;

Then take, O GOD, thy pow’r and reign.

#  #  #  #  #

           
THE PASSION GOSPEL : Luke 23.1-49

Dialogue Reading: (N) Narrator, (+) Jesus, and (P) Other persons. The part of the

crowd (C) is taken up by the whole congregation.

N The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.

Jesus before Pilate

N Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.

They began to accuse him, saying,

C “WE FOUND THIS MAN PERVERTING OUR NATION,

FORBIDDING US TO PAY TAXES TO THE EMPEROR, AND

SAYING THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE MESSIAH, A KING.” 

N Then Pilate asked him, 

P “Are you the king of the Jews?”

N He answered, 

+ “You say so.”

N Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, 

P “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 

N But they were insistent and said, 

C “HE STIRS UP THE PEOPLE 

BY TEACHING THROUGHOUT ALL JUDEA, 

FROM GALILEE WHERE HE BEGAN EVEN TO 

THIS PLACE.”

Jesus before Herod

N When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean.

And when he learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent

him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When

Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see

him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was

hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some

length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the

scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his

soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an

elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day

Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they

had been enemies.

Jesus Sentenced to Death

N Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the

people, and said to them, 

P “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people;

and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found

this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has

Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to

deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”

N Then they all shouted out together, 

C “AWAY WITH THIS FELLOW! 

RELEASE BARABBAS FOR US!” 

N (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that

had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to

release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept shouting, 

C “CRUCIFY, CRUCIFY HIM!” 

N A third time he said to them, 

P “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the

sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release

him.” 



N But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should

be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict

that their demand should be granted. He released the man they

asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and

murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

The Crucifixion of Jesus

N As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was

coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made

him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed

him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts

and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

+ “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for

yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming

when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that

never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will begin

to say to the  mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For

if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen

when it is dry?”

N Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to

death with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull,

they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and

one on his left. Then Jesus said, 

+ “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”

N And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by,

watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 

C “HE SAVED OTHERS; LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF 

IF HE IS THE MESSIAH OF GOD, HIS CHOSEN ONE!”

N The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour

wine, and saying, 

C “IF YOU ARE THE KING OF THE JEWS, 

SAVE YOURSELF!”

N There was also an inscription over him, “This is the king of the

Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and

saying, 

P “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

N But the other rebuked him, saying, 

P “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of

condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we

are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done

nothing wrong.” 

N Then he said, 

P “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

N He replied, 

+ “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The Death of Jesus

N It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until

three in the afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of

the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice,

said, 

+ “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

N Having said this, he breathed his last.

(All kneel for a moment of silent reflection.)

N When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and

said, 

P “Certainly this man was innocent.” 

N And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle

saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts.

But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed

him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

#  #  #  #  #

HOMILY



INTERCESSION

Presider: Let us pray for peace, and for the unity of all Christian

people.  Let us pray for Christ’s holy catholic church.

Please kneel or be seated.

That we may prefer the foolishness of the Cross to the wisdom of the

world, and seek happiness in God alone, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

That we may know God in all His works; in all creatures and peoples,

and so may be moved to service and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

That God’s wisdom will guide and direct the leaders of the nations,

especially Elizabeth our Queen and all in authority under her, to

establish peace and justice within their borders and throughout the

world, let us pray to the Lord.  

People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

That God’s compassion will come to the aid of the afflicted; particularly

the hungry and homeless, those suffering from violence and war, the

refugee and the imprisoned, the sick and the dying, and for those who

have especially asked our prayers, let us pray to the Lord.  

People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

That through this Holy Week, we will amend our hearts and minds, and

reveal in all our actions that love with which Christ has loved us, let us

pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

  
That at the great day of Salvation we may share with all our departed

brothers and sisters in the Resurrection to life eternal, let us pray to the

Lord.  

People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

These prayers and praises we offer to God, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.  

People:  Amen.

CONFESSION

Presider: Compassion, and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God,

though we have rebelled against Him.  Let us confess our

sins in penitence and faith.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as

ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and

forgive us, that w may delight in your will, and walk in

your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you and forgive you, and

grant that through the Cross and Passion of your dear Son,

Jesus Christ, our sins may be put away and remembered no

more against us, and that cleansed by His Blood and mindful

of His sufferings, we may take up our cross daily and follow

Him in newness of life; through the same Jesus Christ our

Lord.  Amen.

Please stand

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

   

OFFERTORY HYMN
1  My song is love unknown,     2 He came from his blest throne, 
My SAVIOUR'S love to me, Salvation to bestow;
Love to the loveless shown, But men made strange, and none
That they might lovely be. The longed-for CHRIST would know.
O who am I, But O, my friend
That for my sake My friend indeed,
My LORD should take Who at my need
Frail flesh, and die? His life did spend!



3 Sometimes they strew his way,     5 They rise, and needs will have

And his sweet praises sing; My dear LORD made away;

Resounding all the day A murderer they save,

Hosannas to their king. The Prince of Life they slay.

Then, ‘Crucify!’ Yet cheerful he 

Is all their breath, To suffering goes, 

And for his death  That he his foes 

They thirst and cry.  From thence might free. 

4 Why, what hath my LORD done?    6 Here might I stay and sing, 

What makes this rage and spite? No story so divine; 

He made the lame to run, Never was love, dear King,

He gave the blind their sight. Never was grief like thine.

Sweet injuries! This is my Friend,

Yet they at these In whose sweet praise

Themselves displease, I all my days 

And &gainst him rise. Could gladly spend.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Presider: Gracious God, the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son,

makes us pleasing in your sight.  Alone we can do nothing, but through

his sacrifice, may we receive your love and mercy.  

People:  Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presiding priest chants the preface 

      

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you

thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who for our sins was

lifted high upon the Cross, that he might draw the whole world to

himself.  By his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal

salvation for all who put their trust in him.  Therefore with all the host

of heaven who gather around your throne and the Lamb, we raise our

voices to proclaim the glory of your Name. 

all join in singing:

The people kneel and the Presider continues the Eucharistic Prayer.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you

have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people;

in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word

made flesh, Jesus your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the

world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to

stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he

freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.  Do this for the

remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when

he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for

many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the

remembrance of me.”  Therefore, Father, according to his command,

All we remember his death,

we proclaim his resurrection,

we await his coming in glory;



Presider 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all;

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray

you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they

may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new

covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him,

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, reconcile all

things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city of light

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the

author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,

now and for ever.

People Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider: We break this bread,

People: Communion in Christ's body once broken.

Presider: Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.

People: If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 

if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.

THE COMMUNION

Presider: The gifts of God for the People of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

(A motet may be sung during the Communion)

HYMN AFTER COMMUNION

 1 When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

   
2 Forbid it, LORD, that I should boast,

Save in the cross of CHRIST, my GOD;

All the vain things that charm me most,

I sacrifice them to his Blood.



3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

       
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were an offering far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Presider: God our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger

with this eucharistic food.  Strengthen our faith, that through

the death and resurrection of your Son, we may be led to

salvation, for he is Lord now and for ever.  

People: Amen.

BLESSING & DISMISSAL

Presider:  Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure

ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance

of sins forgiven; and the blessing of God almighty, the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and

remain with you always. 

People: Amen.

Presider:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
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