
SYNOD REPORT 
 

The Diocese of Toronto's 158th Regular Session of Synod took place on Nov. 9 and 10, 2018. The 
St. Thomas's delegates were Fr. Chris D'Angelo, Maureen Somerville, Jessica Nee, Anna Kennedy 
and Rob Kennedy. This was Archbishop Colin Johnson's last synod before his retirement.  The 

primary focus of discussion at this Synod was the Marriage Canon Dialogue. 

 

The balance of this report is composed of excerpts from the Diocese of Toronto website: 
http://www.toronto.anglican.ca/about-the-diocese/corporate-information/synod/2018-regular-

synod/ 
 

Archbishop Johnson, Bishop Andrew Asbil and the Rev. Joyce Barnett gave a presentation 

about the Marriage Canon Dialogue. Here is a summary of their presentation: 

 
The proposed changes to the Marriage Canon to incorporate a provision for marriage of same-sex 
couples in the Anglican Church of Canada were brought before General Synod 2016 for the first of 

two readings, and the motion was carried with a two-thirds vote in each of the three houses. 
 
In preparation for the second vote in the summer of 2019, General Synod’s Declaration of 

Principles (section 11(c)), requires that proposed alterations be referred for consideration to 
diocesan and provincial synods. Consideration does not mean vote; it means prayerfully 

considered. 
 

We began this work at Synod 2017. Guided by the Canon XXI Working Group (an ad hoc group 
of clergy and lay people with diverse perspectives, chaired by Marge Watters-Knebel, a member of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada), a process was developed whereby Synod was asked 

to identify what would be most helpful to prepare it for this consideration. We collected and 
collated 530 suggestions…. 

 
However, by far the greatest response was a deep desire for prayerful, respectful, and honest 

listening and dialogue across our differences in ways that can build understanding and 
relationships. This listening would be mindful of LGBTQ2 voices. It is this request for gracious 
listening that shapes our work together, both at the Pre-Synod meetings and now at Synod itself. 

 
The process we are using was also used at the recent Provincial Synod and at the House of Bishops 

and allowed for the expression of our shared values for continuing to walk together, in need of each 
other, regardless of the outcome of the vote in 2019…. 

 

At Synod and previously at the Pre-Synod meetings, our work is to suspend our suspicions and 
open ourselves to finding a deeper understanding of what you and others feel and think about the 

potential changes to the Marriage Canon and to how we can value and sustain relationships in a 
time of disagreement. 

 
From this sharing and listening, we will gather what we’ve heard into our diocese’s message for the 

Council of General Synod when it meets on Nov. 23-25, and to General Synod itself. 
 
This is what we are considering: 



 Declare that Canon XXI (On Marriage in the Church) applies to all persons who are duly 
qualified by civil law to enter into marriage. (This is an interpretation of the Canon, not a 

change to the Canon.) 

 Change wording to be gender neutral (i.e. “the parties to the marriage”). 

 Opt-in process. (Noting that no cleric is required to marry anyone.) 

 Must be authorized by the diocesan bishop. 

 
In groups of three, Synod members were asked to answer the following questions: 

 What would you like to say to the group about the proposed changes to the Marriage 
Canon? What are your hopes and fears? 

 No matter the results of General Synod’s vote in summer 2019, it will be met by both joy 
and hurt. How can we face this? What does it mean to be a diverse people of God? 

 

At the end of Synod, on the second day, the Bishops reported on Marriage Canon Dialogue 

conversations: 

 
Archbishop Johnson and Bishop Asbil shared some of the feedback from the Marriage Canon 

Dialogue conversations that Synod members have been having today and yesterday. The report 
that will be sent from the diocese to the Council of General Synod will be posted on the diocese’s 

website when it is available. The report will include an overview of what has been heard in the 
discussions at Synod and a summary of the responses from the data gathered. In the meantime, 
Archbishop Johnson and Bishop Asbil reported on some of the issues that were raised in the 

discussion groups.  
 

They include: 

 A feeling of weariness 

 Fear of what the vote at General Synod 2019 will mean, both in the diocese and in the rest 
of the Communion 

 In spite of the fear, we want to stay together. 

 Need to include the insights of youth and children 

 Need to care for those who are feeling left out 

 There is a deep longing and need to talk about scripture and theology 

 There is a need to have resources, and to have pastoral care that is contextualized 

 People feel polarized but they do so within the Big Tent 

 Concerns about our international relationships 

 There is a degree of pain avoidance 

 Anxiety about being labelled 

 We’re already living with diversity and we need to hold up that we’re unified in Jesus Christ 

 While there is weariness and fear, there is a need to move on with courage and hope and 

faith 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Anna Kennedy, Rob Kennedy, and Jessica Nee 
Lay Delegates to Synod 
 


